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Press Release 

 
 
Converteam to equip DEA Research vessel 
 
 
Belfort, 26 February 2010 - Converteam has recently been awarded an order by STX 
Finland Oy for South Africa Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) to equip a 
Polar Supply and Research Vessel with an integrated package including electric power 
& propulsion system and vessel automation.  
 
The vessel will function as a multi-purpose vessel, serving, among other things, as a 
supply vessel, research vessel, icebreaker, expedition vessel, as well as a passenger 
ship. The ship will carry scientists and research equipment for the South African 
National Antarctic Program in the sea area between South Africa, the Antarctic islands 
and the Antarctica. The ice-strengthened vessel will be approximately 134 meters long 
and it will have accommodation for a crew of 45 and some 100 researchers or 
passengers. It will be built in Rauma and will be delivered in spring 2012. 
 
Converteam will supply a transformerless solution including two induction propulsion 
motors, each 4.5MW – 140rpm supplied by PWM MV7000 converters. Thanks to the 
“multi drive” architecture, the propulsion converters will also supply the side thrusters 
motors. This technology allows an increase in efficiency and availability of the 
propulsive chain, space and weight savings / reduced footprint (no more propulsion 
transformer) and lower maintenance time and costs. Converteam’s scope also includes 
the C-Series Vessel Control System comprising the power management system 
(PMS), the centralized power plant and alarms management, and the ship, machinery 
and auxiliary systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Converteam Group is a world leader in power conversion engineering. Building on over a 
century of experience, it is firmly placed at the leading edge of technology and innovation with a 
global reputation for excellence in the conversion of electrical energy. Converteam develops 
and provides solutions built around three core components: rotating machines, drives and 
process automation and serves specialized sectors as well as its core markets in Marine, Oil & 
Gas and Offshore, Energy and Industry. With over 5,000 staff members, the group provides 
power conversion solutions worldwide. At year-end 08, the Converteam sales totalled 
EUR 1,099,000,000. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Marie-Claire Dubois, Converteam Semea, Communications 
Tel: +33 3 84 98 10 46 or email: marie-claire.dubois@converteam.com   
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